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WHAT IS SOLID SURFACING
The term solid surfacing is not well known in 
South Africa and one must ask why as it is one 
of the most popular surfacing options throughout 
the world for both residential and commercial 
application. 

Solid surfacing first came to South Africa some 
fifteen years ago but due to various reasons failed 
to take hold as a domestic surfacing option.  In 
commercial applications, however, it quickly became 
one of the most popular choices for hospitals, 
banks and restaurants because of its adaptability 
and cleanliness.

Throughout most of the first world, solid surfacing 
has become a popular kitchen surfacing choice.  It is 
a very different product to stone, quartz, timber or a 
laminate.  It can be formed and moulded into shapes 
and is pleasant to touch.  The product is totally man 
made, and as such, allows for a consistency of 
colour and pattern that is not available with natural 
options like granite and timber.

Solid Surfacing material is manufactured by 
mixing acrylic with powdered filler and pigments.   
The material is then chemically cured and heated 
to 160 deg. C then allowed to cool.   This process 
ensures good heat resistance.   The cured material 
is then cut into sheets and sanded on one or both 
sides.

When using solid surfacing to make a kitchen 
countertop the fabricator usually joins sheets of 
the product using a two part adhesive.  After the 
adhesive is cured the joint is machined flat and 
appears seamless to the eye. This same method 

is used to create thick edge profiles which can be 
machined to give similar aesthetics to those seen 
with timber or stone countertops.  The joined sheets 
can also be cut and shaped to allow countertops to 
curve and drop to different levels in one seemingly 
seamless piece. 

This ability of the material to appear seamless 
and be shaped and moulded, makes it unique as a 
surfacing material.  It also means that solid surfacing 
can be easily combined with other materials such 
as timber and stone.  The combining of different 
thickness of surfacing material, as well as different 
types of material, is very popular in Europe at the 
moment and we will see this trend growing in South 
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Africa over the forthcoming years.  The ability of the 
material to be shaped also facilitates those designs 
that focus on curves and cascade effects.

The hygienic properties of solid surfacing 
are what have made it such a popular choice in 
hospitals and food outlets.  The surface is non-
porous, durable, easy to clean and resistant to 
water and heat.  While other surfaces gather dirt 
and germs at the join the seamless nature of the 

solid surfacing joint ensures no dirt collects and no 
mould can grow.  This is particularly important at the 
sink area.  Because solid surfacing can be moulded 
the sink can be made of solid surfacing too.  This 
would mean that the joint of surface to sink would 
also be seamless protecting it from mould, mildew 
and dirt build-up.  Cleaning is simple and only takes 
a mild abrasive, soap and water.

The other unique property of solid surfacing is its 
maintenance.  It is highly resistant to impact and 
does not crack or chip.  Scratches, marks and burns 
from the likes of a cigarette can be sanded out and 
the surface rebuffed. 

Aesthetically solid surfacing comes in a variety 
of colours as well as patterns that mimic stone and 
timber.  Cost wise, it is similarly priced to quartz 
or high end granite.  It is vital that installations 
are only undertaken by fabricators trained by the 
materials manufacturer.  If not undertaken by a 
trained professional, the material’s durability and 
aesthetics cannot be guaranteed and the products 
warranty may well fall away.

There are several brands of solid surfacing 
available in South Africa.  It is vital that when 
selecting solid surfacing you ensure the brand you 
have chosen is a well-known international brand.  
This way you are guaranteed of a proven track record 
and a comprehensive warranty.
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